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METROPOLITAN WOMEN’S HOSPITALS. 


THE NEW HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, 
MARYLEBONE ROAD, LONDON. : 


Externally the New Hospital for Women in the Mary 
lebone Road is unpretentious enough to be passed by without 
attracting any notice whatever ; internally it affords a vast 
field for wonder and admiration for the metaphysician fond of 
studying the little causes of great results the little results 
of great causes. As an example of the former class, this 
institution deserves a prominent place, for it struggled 
into existence with hard breathing and low pulse, while its 

resent vitality demands more space for expansion, to place 
it where it ‘deserves to be—on a level with solid buildings 
in the midst of imposing surroundings. 

The day was gloomy, depressing, and altogether anti- 
constitutional when I applied to Mrs. Dr. Garrett-Anderson 
for leave to walk the wards of “her” hospital, for hers I 
think it will be called to the crack of doom, unless, indeed, 
gratitude should become an unknown quality among the 
factors which constitute social life. The permission was 
granted willingly, and having been directed by her how to 
find the way there, I set out bearing in my mind the assurance 
that Miss Bagster, the secretary, the active principal of the 
establishment, would show me over and tell me everything. 
But—I was going to add “unfortunately” until I remem- 
bered how lucky I was in her substitute—Miss Bagster 
was out, the maid said in answer to my inquiry, ‘ Perhaps 
the house surgeon would do as well.” “The house 
surgeon,” I echoed, rather puzzled, and more to give my 
thoughts time than anything else. ‘“‘ Yes, perhaps he will do, 
thank you, give him this.” 

I was then ushered into the secretary's busy-looking room, 
the old-fashioned “parlour” of old-fashioned’ days—for it 
must be known that No. 222 on that never-ending North 
London Road is one of a terrace of huge inartistic houses, 
very fashionable, probably, “when George the Third was 
King.” Sitting down I drew mental pictures of the disciple 
of Aésculapius who was to do “as well;” and imagining 
only a young medical, with a laugh in his sleeve at my 
mission and a possible tendency to frivole, I began to grow 
nervous and experience a desire to make an tmseen exit by 
silently stealing away. It was a relief to me, therefore, when 
the door opened to admit a bright young woman, with a 
welcoming face, a gentle voice, and an easy manner. She 
regretted the absence of the secretary on learning my 
business, and hoped in very polite terms that she would be 
able to provide some of the information I was anxious to 
acquire. I carefully avoided all allusion to “the house 
surgeon” lest he should be brought on the scene, for I was 


far too much in awe of his dignity and too comfortable 
with my sympathetic-natured vis 4 vis (clad in an ssthetic, 
softly-draped, blue-green cashmere, over which was artistically 
disposed a snow white bib-apron) to wish for any change. 

What this young lady was kind enough to tell me interested 
me so much that I took notes of her facts. The hospital 
made its first start in life in 1866, as a dispensary, without 
any beds, at 72, Seymour Place, Bryanston Square, Mrs. 
Garrett-Anderson, M.D., who still remains at its head, not 
only having put the machine in motion, but has actually done . 
all the work of constructive organisation herself. In this 
humble guise it fought its way onward, until in 1872 twelve 
beds were established, giving the undertaking a right to the 
title—“‘ hospital.” Then the demand for more accommoda- 
tion became urgent ; there was no being deaf to it, and Mrs. 
Anderson saw it was necessary to move to larger premises, 
.where at least double the number of in-patients could be 
treated. Thus Nos. 222 and 224, Marylebone Road, with 
their twenty-six beds between them, became the hospital 
known by the former number, and now the cry for more 
room, more everything, is again raised and insists on a hear- 
ing. But even if a deaf ear could be turned to such an 
appeal from suffering humanity, a decree has gone forth from 
Viscount Portman, the landlord of the property, which brooks 
no indifference. The lease of the hospital is up; it is held 
now by a short temporary arrangement; the request for a 
new lease will not be hearkened to, and, therefore, as a 
logical consequence, new premises, in any case, should be 
found or constructed. Found they have not been, as a most 
diligent search ended in despair of suitable houses in a 
suitable locality ever being met with by the sub-committee 
deputed to take the matter in hand. A building site on the 
open road, close to St. Pancras’s Church has, however, been 
fixed upon, and there the “ New Hospital for Women will 
arise a third time, and this time with accommodation of the 
most approved and modern kind, for forty patients. To 
carry out the plans of the managing and other committees 

20,000 will be required. Of this amount the sum of 
a is already in hand, and the remaining £8,000 
cannot, I think, be withheld by the general public who will 
so largely benefitted by the institution if an appeal to their feel- 
ings of Christian humanity and their sense of justice be made 
in the right tone. ; : 

So far I had gone in information, when my informant 
expressed her intention of calling in the memory of the 
dispenser to her aid. How great was my amazement when 
she turned back at the threshold of the dispensary door and 
quietly remarked, “The dispenser will know much more 
than I who am only the house surgeon, and not in the way 
of knowing.” ; 

The hase surgeon! I drew my breath laboriously, and 
normal respiration was scarcely re-established, when she 


returned with “the dispenser,” another lady! Here, then, 


‘ with heart, the cunning of 


oi 
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indeed, was woman’s work being nobly done. Here was head 
ical education with the 
instincts of refined womanh “Have you any gentlemen 
on the staff?” I asked, when Miss A. Clarke, the dispenser, 
had offered her services very courteously. “No gentlemen 
anywhere. We consult them, though, and are under many 
obligations to the leading physicians and surgeons in London.” 
Then I heard (glancing now roughly:at what I then jotted 
down) that there are three doctors for in-patients, and three 
for out-patients; that in-patients are never supposed to be 
free, and are expected to pay something or anything, from 

-a-crown to a guinea a week; that they can secure ad- 
mission in one of three ways: through having been an out- 
patient, through a doctors recommendation, or through a 
subscriber’s letter. I learnt, too, that no children can become 
patients—not, at least, if suffering from any so-called 
*¢ children’s diseases "—that no maternity cases are taken in, 
and that the competition for vacancies is always very keen. 
The daily average of out-patients is something like 70, and 
during last year the total number of attendances was over 
14,000. Some of the cases presented exceptionally interesting 
features to the student of health and disease, but, as a rule, 
they illustrated only the ordinary ills that one would expect 
to find in a women’s hospital. On Saturday and Sunday, 
from 3 p.m to 4 p.m, visitors are allowed to see the in- 
patients, who, however, do not depend on these weekly visits 
for all their sources of entertainment. Little social evenings 
are organised by the friends of the institution, for the enjoy- 
ment of the inmates, and have the effect of giving that home- 
like air to the management of the place which can be found 


‘nowhere save with the help of women. The funds of the 


hospital, even at Christmas time, are never touched in the 
production of these pastimes ; private sympathy supplies all 
the necessaries, and a good deal more besides. 

My “house surgeon” kindly brought me over the build- 


- ing, and explained, down to the level of my understanding, 


in a very kind manner, the object and aim of everything 
connected with the practical working of the concern. She 
told me that I should see the waiting-room from 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m., if I wished to have ocular proof of the trust and con- 
fidence placed by suffering women in women physicians. 
She took me to the consulting-room, where the prominent 
lady doctors in London take turn about in listening to the 
sorrows of their physically-stricken sisters ; to the comfortable 
dispensary, where girl-pupils are taught dispensing; to the 
operation-room, where difficulties are removed dexterously, 
and where Mrs. Garrett-Anderson performs “ ovaristomy ” 
with a skill and mastery which have earned a brilliant name 
for her in the surgical world, and the keenest admiration and 
warmest applause of the head gynecologists in London—Sir 
Spencer We]s not excepted. From this room we went on to 
the different wards, small and compact. The “Louisa” and 
‘* Alice,” on the first floor, contain respectively four and 
eight beds. Upstairs, on the second floor, the ‘ Elizabeth” 
ward, divided into three, accommodates a total of seven 
patients. The “ Mary,” on the top floor, contains four beds; 
while the attic, known as the “new Mary,” furnishes three 
beds when necessary. And “necessary” it was the day I 
went through the hospital, for not a bed was vacant, nor 
likely to be vacant for some time. The occupants presented 
every variety of age, physique, and social status, so far as I 
could judge from their appearance ; but there was no variety 
in the care and attention of which they were evidently the 
recipients. All were comfortably “ at home”—the picturesque 
nurses moving amongst them noiselessly, and the house 
surgeon awakening sweet smiles wherever she ap 
No one visiting the hospital could hesitate to wish “ God- 


_ speed” to every effort made to increase its power to do good, 


or to widen its scope. As it is now, it es to work 
wonders, and I was induced to believe that the limit of noble 


"service was attained, when I heard from my instructive guide 


that in one year no fewer than forty-seven different diseases 
of women had been treated within the wards, while the 
number of general diseases had reached the high figure of 
seventy. This belief, however, on my part, vanished on learn- 
ing how many more classes of disease had sought in vain for 


admission, how many out-patients had tried without success 


to become in-patients. Then it became clear to me that a 
larger Women’s Hospital was needed; that, to make it a 
blessing to the suffering, it should be conducted on the same 
principles as this one; and that the public at large, in the 
interests of humanity, should be called upon to give every 
assistance to Mrs. Dr. Garrett-Anderson and the committee, 
. in their efforts to hurry on the work of providing greater and 


Rs 


a 


better accommodation in their proposed new building. The 
sum of £12,000, as I have stated, has already been su}, 
scribed. Surely there will be no need to twice {or 
the remaining amount required—£8,000 from the citizens 
of London! At least, this was the conclusion at which | 
arrived on terminating my most interesting visit to the New 
Hospital for Women on the Marylebone Road, under the 
guidance of its valued house surgeon, Miss Crossfield, 
LR.C.P. & S., Edinburgh. 

We hope shortly to publish an illustration of the new 
building, the foundation stone of which is, we believe, to be 
laid by the Princess of Wales. 
=e 


THE ENGLISH-WOMEN’S DEPUTATION 
TO IRELAND. 


We have received many letters from the secretaries of 
Women’s Liberal Associations and others upon the proposal 
published in our columns last week that a deputation of 
English-women should visit Ireland. The majority of our 
correspondents appear warmly to support the scheme, any 
difference of opinion being principally as to details, 

Probably few women have had as much experience of visit. 
ing Ireland as Mrs. W. P. Byles, who thinks that a large 
public meeting should be held in Dublin to be addressed by 
English-women who should have the courage to say “precisely 
the things that John Dillon, William O’Brien, and other 
leading Irishmen have gone to gaol for.” Says Mrs. Byles, 
‘‘There must be no apologies for the ‘Plan.’ Such a 
meeting should be held in Easter week.” 

We are inclined to think Mrs. Byles’ suggestion a very 
good one. She further gives it as her experience that so far 
as the country districts are concerned she would rather urge 
women to go in small groups of three or four. 

Mrs. Robson (Sunderland) thinks that “it would be better 
to confine the delegates to those who can pay their own 
expenses, as they are also the most likely people to be able 


to spare the time.” 

Mrs A. H. Byles (Leamington), suggests a special fund 
for the payment of delegates’ expenses, also that the smaller 
associations might combine together to send one delegate 
between them. 

Miss Mary Grover (Croydon) thinks that instead of 
sending a representative from each association “ all should 
combine together to send a few of those women who, 
possessing gifts of eloquence, could best convey to the Irish 
people the sympathy we all feel with them.” 

Miss Ellen Chapman (Winchester), who has also had 
considerable experience in visiting Ireland, urges that the 
visit of the deputation should take place “as early as 
possible ; say, about the mindle of April.” She also 
promises to render any assistance in her power. 

Miss Edith Sewell (Whitby) writes: ‘Could not the 
associations unite in subscribing to one fund, which might be 
used to send fewer delegates to Ireland, who should on their 
return visit all the associations ? ” 

Mrs. Seel (Peckham), whilst thinking the idea of English- 
women going over to Ireland “ excellent,” fears that those 
who * feel the warmest sympathy to Ireland are without the 
means to carry out their good intentions.” : 

James (Hampstead), thinks that an associa- 
tion should not be limited to one delegate. 

Mrs. Oobden Sickert, who has had considerable 
experience in Ireland, writes:—‘ Pray add my name to 
the English Women’s Deputation Committee ; it is a most 
admirable idea.” ; 

Mrs. Lindley, Ash Bank, Stalybridge, writes that she will 
be only too glad to act upon a committee for the purpose 
of organising the deputation. Letters approving of the 
deputation have also been received from Mrs. Broadley Reid 
(South Kensington), Miss Plank (North Worcestershire), 
Miss Ryley (Southport). 

Also received from Miss Biccs (Liverpool), Miss GRACE 
Lewis (Newport), and others. 


The following resolution has been carried unanimously by 
the committee of the Scarborough Women’s Liberal Union: 
“The executive of the Scarborough Women’s Liberal Union 
seriously question the wisdom of sending out a large deputa 
tion of representatives from the various associations ' 
Ireland, as proposed. They think it would too muc 
resemble a roving commission, without a clear and specific 
object. They think further no steps of similar importance 
thould be taken without carefully ascertaining the opinions © 


_ 
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- the Irish leaders in the districts proposed to be visited. They 


— 


would suggest whether it would not be better to try the ex- 
periment of sending out a single nepaeation to visit and 
report upon the social condition and domestic life of the 
peasantry in one particular district, such as that of the North 
Coast of Donegal. If this could be done by a few well-qualified 
ladies, it is thought their report might have a useful effect on 
the general public, but everything depends on its being well 
done.” 

[Our friends at Scarborough appear to have overlooked 
some of the details of the proposals under discussion. No 
one has suggested anything in the nature of a “ roving com- 
mission,” and they may rest assured that no steps will be 
taken without first ascertaining the opinion of the Irish 
leaders as to the districts to be visited. The “small depu- 
tations” to “particular districts,” suggested by the Scar- 
borough committee, are precisely upon the lines of the 
suggestions originally made in the Gaszeffe, and these could 
be successfully combined with the action suggested by Mrs. 
Byles. We invite further correspondence on this subject. 
Ep. W. G.] 


In commenting upon the proposed deputation, the Cork 
Examiner, after quoting details of the proposal, says, “We 
may therefore look to a phalanx of fair invaders from the 
other side of the channel, and we are sure they may reckon 
upon a cordial reception everywhere.” 


SHIRTMAKERS IN COUNCIL. 


Ir was an evening of pouring rain when, on Wednesday, the 
women employed in shirtmaking met at the Cavendish 
Schools, All Saints’, to consider the necessary arrangements 
for their newly-constituted society. In spite of the weather, 
women—young, middle-aged, and old—gathered in con- 
siderable numbers from ail parts of the city, including 
Hulme, Gorton, and Ancoats. From every side, however, 
one heard the remark, “There would be more here if it 
were not so wet.” Some half-dozen houses, or perhaps 
more, were represented in the meeting, while the employeés 
of one firm contented themselves with sending the laconic 
message that they “understood all about the society, and 
therefore thought it unnecessary to attend,” showing a lack 
of public spirit which organisation may do a good deal in 
time to dispel. They do not look any too prosperous, these 
shirtmakers; the older faces are sad and careworn, and 
though some of the younger ones are still bright and fresh 
looking, the poor clothing of the greater number speaks 
eloquently of limited means. They are ready to laugh and 
talk, however, and many of the younger girls seem to have 
an inexhaustible supply of spirits to expend in this direction, 
contriving to keep up an unceasing patter of conversation 
the whole evening. They have little diversion in their dull 
lives, and the mere fact of meeting, together in a friendly 
way, with the presence and sympathy of a few persons out- 
side their usual circle, was enough to stir their spirits to a 
pitch of gaiety. ‘It’s so exciting !” exclaimed one girl, who 
had probably been a stranger hitherto to the stimulating 
effect of common meeting and concerted action. 

But while the chatter is going on business is going on too. 
The ladies who are helping the young society on go round 
quietly and collect such names and addresses as have not 
been previously given in. The weekly payment of twopence 
is also made, and handed over to the secretary, who sits in a 
corner filling in the register as composedly as if she had 
been engaged in it all her life. There are some 200 members 
on the books already, it appears, and canvassing is hardly 
yet begun. Some are cautious, and will not give in their 
names until they have heard more; but before the end of 
the meeting the cordial tone of the proceedings, and the 
hearty help given by the members of the Trades Council, 
have probably convinced most doubters. — Mr. Arrandale, 
the president of the council, is in the chair, and under his 
guidance the meeting proceeds to appoint a committee and 
arrange for the transaction of necessary business. The girls 
quickly grasp the idea of representation, and urge that 
members of the different grades and branches of employment 

“best workers,” “common workers,” “jacket hands,” &c.) 
should have a place on the committee.. They know, too, 
whom to vote for, and who are likely to make good 
committee-women. When one elected member offers to 
retire there are cries of “No, no; we can’t have that,” from all 
parts of the room. Other details have to be discussed, for 


the society has yet everything to learn, - For instance, the: 
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weekly collection of subscriptions is in itself. not an easy 
matter, and yet, as the members are clear-sighted enuugh to 
see, everything depends upon this part of the work being- 
regularly done. “The money must be taken on Friday 
night,” they say. ‘Why so?” asks an outsider. “ Because 
it’s all gone by Saturday,” is the laughing rejoinder; and 
when we learn that seven shillings a week is a common wage 
in the shirtmaking trade, there can remain no doubt as to 
the necessity of Friday-night collections. For the present, 
Mrs. Schwann undertakes the office of treasurer, and Mr. 
T. R. Wilkinson, in a friendly letter read to the. meeting, 
offers to take charge of the society’s funds. 

So the little adventure is fairly launched, and it remains 
to be seen what amount of skill and perseverance will be 
brought to bear upon its guidance in the future. A notice- 
able feature in the undertaking, so far, is the spirit with 
which the elder women have entered into it. Per they 
see more clearly than their younger companions the dis- 
advantage which the absence of union and co-operation 
entails; but whatever the cause may be, none are entering 
more warmly into the scheme than those who have, already. 
had long experience in the shirtmaking trade. On this 
account, perhaps, they are well represented on the committee, 
which has thus probably secured the service of the longest 
heads in the society. It has also the aid and countenance 
of some of the Trades Council, several of whose members 
have attended in order to say kindly words of encouragement 
to their fellow-workers. They point out how defenceless 
working women have hitherto been, and how their wages have 
suffered in consequence, often involving similar losses in the 
wages of men, There is no reason, remarks one speaker, 
why women should not receive for the same work the same 
wages as men; but as a matter of fact they never do, because 
they are unable to enforce their demand. The meeting 
cordially endorses these remarks, and soon afterwards the 
girls disperse, going their different ways in the rain in high 
good-humour. Their satisfaction with the evening’s work is 
heightened by the knowledge that the tailoresses and book- 
binders of the city are about this time similarly engaged.— 
Manchester Guardian. 


THE WOMEN’S PARLIAMENT. 


(Letters from the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of 
Selborne, and Sir Horace Davey, Q.C., M.P.) 

_ We have received the following additional replies in 
reference to the “ Act to Amend the Matrimonial Causes 
Act, 1857,” which recently passed “The Women’s Parlia- 
ment :”— 

The Lord Chancellor writes :— : 

House of Lords, S.W., Feb. 14th, 1889. 

Dear Sir,—I am desired by the Lord Chancellor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the gth inst., and 
to say that in the event of such a measure as you mention 
being before the House of Lords for consideration, he will 
give his careful attention to it. He is, however, unable to 
pronounce any opinion upon proposed legislation before it 
comes before him in Parliament.—I am, dear sir, yours 
truly, Hersert J. Hope. 
The Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


The Earl of Selborne writes :— 
Blackmoor, Petersfield, Feb. 16th, 1889. 

Lord Selborne begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Editor’s letter of the gth inst., with a (prepared) draft bill 
for the extension of the Divorce Act. He-cannot undertake 
to support a measure of which the effect would, in his 
judgment, be to increase a great evil, even if the existing 
law may seem unequal in its operation. 

Sir Horace Davey, Q.C., M.P., writes :— 

10, Queen’s Gate Gardens, S8.W., Feb. roth, 1889. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 9th 
Feb., including draft of a bill for the amendment of the 
Divorce Act. The subject, if the bill is introduced into 
Parliament. will have my most careful consideration. But I 
must take the liberty to doubt the expediency of proposing a 
change in the law, which (whatever may be the abstract. 
propriety of wey baer that is opinion - ae present’ 

endorse.—I am, dear sir, yours !al y> isu 

aimed : : Horace Davey, ‘ 

The Editor of the Women's Gazette. it te 
| [We refer to this correspondence elsewhere.—Ed. W. Gi} 
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| THE TREATMENT OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. 


——— 


Tux National Protest Committee continues its useful work 
of collecting the names of men and women distinguished 

literature, art, or science, 
the iniquitious action of the Government that they are ready 


is being largely signed in all the oo — but the rural 
€ hope many workers 
e in 


desire to protest against cruelty and tyranny. 
The following are the words of the Protest, which has been 


adopted :— 


“NATIONAL PROTEST AGAINST THE PRESENT 
COERCION OF IRELAND. 

“We, the undersigned inhabitants of ‘ 
hereby protest against the indignities now being inflicted 
_ on cv chosen representatives and trusted leaders of the Irish 
peop: 

“We denounce the insult that is thus levelled at a cause 
which the great majority of the Irish people consider sacred ; 
and we express our deep sympathy with their sufferings in 
the time of trial through which they are now passing.” 

Some will regret that the language is not even stronger. 
We must remember, however, thar the door should be ‘ide 
for all who wish to enter in, and our cause would only be 
weakened by anything like loud abuse or exaggerated 
expressions. 

The above Protest, when signatures have been attached, 
should be sent to the honorary secretaries, who will also 
supply copies if required. 

We sincerely hope that every Women’s Liberal Association 
will put forth their strength in this direction. Communications 
should be addressed to the hon. secretaries, National Protest 
Committee, 1, Whitehall Avenue, London, S.W. 


WHAT OAN WOMEN DO? 


We have received the following letters on the subject of | 


the suggestions made by Miss Bertha Mason, in our columns 
last week :— 


14, Grosvenor Road, Birkdale, 
Southport, Feb. 16th, 1889. 


Dear Sir,—I was delighted to see Miss Mason’s letter in last 
week's Gaseffe, and trust it may end in some practical 
scheme. Before seeing her letter, it had occurred to me that 
as Frenchmen go about with their little ribbons, and as the 
servants of deputy-lieutenants and other magnates wear 
cockades in their hats, so we women, who believe in the 
wrongs of Ireland, might, at any rate, till a different system 
of Government is inauguarated, adopt a little shamrock 
badge in some conspicuous ‘part of our attire. This would 
remind everyone whom we met which side we espoused, 
and would be a protest, however small, against the present 
iniquitious Government of Ireland.—Faithfully yours, 

Kate RYLey. 

Editor, Women’s Gasette. 


30, St. Giles Street, 
Norwich, February 16th, 1889. 


Dear Sir,—I think the suggestion of Miss Bertha Mason-- 
“that a petition, signed by the women of England, be 
presented to Her Majesty the Queen, praying for the 
immediate dismissal of the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and 
for the dissolution of Parliament”—an admirable one. In 
answer to your question, “ What can women do?” I give 
the following extract from a letter which I received from Mr. 
Joha Dillon last Oétober. He says: “ Everyone in England 
can do a deal to aid us. . . . Women can 
help the cause of Irish freedom enormously by studying the 
history of Ireland, and taking pains to obtain ¢rue informa- 
tion as to what is actually now going on in Ireland, and by 


using the vast influence which every woman has to spread 
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the truth and to induce others to seek after it” I am 
to think that even girls like myself can do a little— 
it ever so little—to further the cause of justice and 
freedom to Ireland.—Yours faithfully, 
Mary Lizzi Burcess, 
To the Editor Women’s Gasette. 


It affords us pleasure to forward the following names to be 
added to the National Committee :-— 


Mrs. Tom Bay ey, Nottingham. 

Mrs. CHapmMan, The Limes, Winchester. 
Miss CHapman, The Limes, Winchester. 
Miss Berta Mason. 


We shall be glad to receive additions to this list. 


SSS 
WOMEN AS POOR-LAW GUARDIANS. 


This was the title of a lecture which Dr. Julia Mitchell 
delivered on Friday last, before a crowded meeting of 
members of the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Association, 
who had met in the Recpes Hall, Heathcote Street. 

Mrs. Cowen (member of the School Board) presided, and in her 

ing remarks, said that was not the first time they had discussed 
the question of women as poor-law guardians. A paper had been 
read to them last winter, but nothing resulted from it. She hoped 
that the meeting that night would induce some lady to undertake 
work as a guardian of the B sues The work of relieving the poor 
was most important, and they must remember that their work- 
houses contained a much larger proportion of women and 
girls than men and boys. Workhouses were e households, and 
ought to have women upon their governing bodies, She did not 
wish to deprecate the work of men on boards of dians, They 
did their best, but family life was not complete with only one side 


re nted, eee 

. Julia ell then delivered her lecture. She said that 
Nottingham stood very - with regard to its administration of the 

-laws, In London there were twelve lady guardians ; but one, 

iss Whitehead, had just resigned for Lambeth on account of ill. 

health. The chief thing women could look after was the training of 
the pauper children, and one thing that ht to be done was the 
separation of orphan children from those who casually entered the 
workhouse with their parents, She hoped that they would agree 
with her in her next remark, which was to the effect that the lives of 
paupers should have their lives made as pleasant and as useful as 
possible, The chief things they had to contend with in poor childrea 
were apathy, obstinacy, and bad temper; and these were mainly the 
result of the bad system upon which workhouses were managed. 
Children should not be treated as machines, but as human beings; 
and they should be allowed to have more toys, Their instruction 
should be made recreative as far as possible, and the children should 
be amused and instructed at the same time, Elderly girls should be 
set to mind the babies, and prepared for motherhood. If children 
were treated en bloc, the draw attending such a system should 
be minimised as much as possible, and the girls should be put ona 
par with the boys. If women were on boards of guardians they 
would see that the girls had quite as many privileges as the boys. 
Many things which were now purchased by men for use in work. 
houses could be bought at a much cheaper rate ; men did not under- 
stand the quality of the material for clothing the paupers, and they 
understood but little about the E isha ner of i Sometimes 
they bought cheap stuff which did not last long, and they were taken 
in in many ways, That kind of work was only suitable for ladies. 
She advocated the extension of the boarding-out system as being 
cheaper in the long run, and said it imitated the natural home in the 
best manner they possibly could imitate it. Of course, abuses would 
creep into that system, but ladies upon boards of guardians could 
do mnch to prevent it, The system to which she had referred 
worked well in France, Scotland and Ireland, Ladies could also look 
after the proper clothing for paupers, and could see that they had 
plenty of good food. They could examine the bedding. and see that 
it was clean, In some workhouses children were poorly clothed and 
ill-fed, and, therefore, they were more liable to disease. She did not 
think that this statement applied to Nottingham. There was a great 
inequality in the sexes, and she marae female emigration as a 
means of reducing the surplus female population, An objection 
against women being on boards of ians was to the effect that 
there were questions about which they could not talk to men, but 
that difficulty could soon be got over. Statenrents about such 
matters could be reduced to writing. Women could also supervise 
the nursing in the hospitals, and, whilst on this subject, the lecturer 
said that lady doctors ought, where it was possible, to attend upon 
women. Having referred to some of ,the abuses which at one time 
existed in most of the workhouses in country, the er said 
that she hoped that the days of “Oliver Twist” had faded away 
never to return. They wanted a still further reformation by having 
women on the boards that looked after tthe pecrations of which ba 

been i It would be very lor one woman if she 
alone on a or More than one lady should be elected, and then 
they could keep one another in countenance, The women chosen - 
guardians should be women who knew something about the world, 
and could see a little below the surface. With regard to the system 
in which out-relief was given, the speaker said that she thought there 
the poor must have to submit to more indignities than they did hs 
other countries, or else they would not be so averse to making appli- 
cations for such relief. Women could see that there was no harshness 
in that respect, She was glad to know that the children from 
the Nottingham Workhouse went to outside schools, ‘and did Lt 
wear any distinctive ke (Applause.) The speaker mention 
many other ways in which ladies would be useful as members © 
Boards of Guardians, and the meeting accorded her a hearty vote 
thanks for the lecture, 


Fettumy 23, 1089.9 


THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. SOCIETIES, 


(Zo the Editor of the Women's Gasette.) 


Dear Sir,—Will you kindly grant me a somewhat un- 
gracious request—space to criticise those editorial paregaeee 
in the last number of the Gaseffe, which treated of Miss 
Becker and Women’s Suffrage Societies? If the political 
women who read the Gaseffe did but know how much they 
owe to Miss Becker for their present position, and for the 
honour in which their work is held, they would not wish her 
name to be mentioned except with gratitude. She was not 
the first to advocate a political standing for women: Mrs. 
P. A. Taylor was the loved and honoured founder of the 
first Women’s Suffrage Society. After its formation, a blind- 
ing storm burst forth of ridicule and contempt and solemn 
condemnation, that swept through Parliament and the Press, 
and every social and literary and religious circle. In the 


' midst of this storm, Miss Becker came to the front and 


— 


braved its force ; and made beaten paths for timid followers 
to walk in, with rare ability and courage. At that time it was 
against conventional rules to speak of politics to ladies in 
drawing-rooms, and against religious teaching to explain 
political subjects to them at any time; while for a woman to 
stand upon a political platform was to subject herself, 
next morning, to scurrilous newspaper abuse. The early 
suffrage workers of twenty years ago succeeded at last 
in so far breaking down prejudices and familiarising the 
public mind with the idea of equal political duties for men 
and women as to make possible the existence of those 
Women’s Liberal Associations which have sprung up 
numerously within the last two years. When those early 
workers have gained for us such vantage ground—at an incal- 
culable cost of personal sacrifice—it is ungenerous to ignore 
what they have done, however keenly opposed we may be to 
them on the political questions of the day. They had long 
and carefully and paintully prepared the ground where we are 
now reaping a harvest. Ideas, however divine, do not gain 
acceptance by a policy of silence, any more than the 
corn, full of divine vitality, folded for centuries in the grave- 
clothes of the Egyptian dead, can ever bring forth fruit 
under the silent guardianship of the mummies. 

The theory that women should be enfranchised has given 
them a position unprecedented in history; but until the 
theory becomes a fact their position has no security. The 
eyes of Women’s Associations are for the most part holden 
that they should not see this truth, or each one would vie 
with each to give help and encouragement and sympathy to 
suffrage societies, with thankfulness for the good work they 
are doing—for, assuredly, the enfranchisement of women 
will no more come by an attitude of silence than freedom to 
Ireland by silently looking up to Mr. Balfour.— Yours, é&c., 

February 11th, 1889. ANNA M. PrigstMan. 

[Our good friend, Miss Priestman, seems to be under a 
slight misapprehension as to the meaning of the criticisms in 
the Gazette to which she refers. So far as the extension of the 
suffrage to women is concerned, we are, personally, prepared to 
go a great deal further than Miss Becker ; and although we 
should be sorry to underrate the value of her public services, in 
our belief both the matter and the manner of her policy have 
for some years past thrown back rather than advanced the 
enfranchisement of women, and converted into opponents 
those who should, might, and would have been friends, It 
is because we believe in an aggressive policy, when conducted 
under favourable auspices, that we supported the recent new 
departure of the Parliament Street Committee, but they will 
lamentably fail if they make marriage a ban upon the rights 
of citizenship.—Fp. W.G.] 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


Tue interest in the great drama, which has been enacted 
during the last few months, at the Royal Courts of Justice, 
has this week reached its climax. We do not propose to 
repeat in detail the evidence already given by the most im- 
portant of the Zimes witnesses—Mr. Macdonald, Mr. 
Houston, and the redoubtable Pigott. Mr. Houston 
admitted that up to December fast he had a large sumber 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. 


263 


of Pigott’s letters in his possession—letters which might 
possibly reveal the original sources from which the Parnell | 
and other documents were derived. Where were ? 
He destroyed them all! “Deliberately,” exclaimed 
Charles Russell. “ Yes, deliberately,” was the reply. And 
pee some Gace babes tees be hed bon ae to appear 

fore their lordships, and he also knew that Pigott had been 
served with a notice on behalf of Mr. Parnell ; and, moreover, 
the Commission had been sitting two months at the time he 
destroyed what might turn out to be extremely valuable 
proofs. He did not even ask Mr. Soames whether it was 
a to destroy the letters. “Did you heave a sigh of 

ief,” asked Sir Charles, insinuatingly, ‘‘ when Pigott told 
you he had destroyed your letters.?” (Laughter.) 

Here is a letter sent by Messrs. Lewis and Lewis—Mr. 
Parnell’s solicitors—to Pigott :-— 

‘Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of 3rd inst. 1 
have not had the opportunity of showing it to Mr. Parnell. 
You will understand that I know your statement to be un- 
true, as most of your statements are We were aware that 
you had forged the letters before we ever saw you. We had 
subpcenaed Mr. Houston as the person who had con 
them to the Zimes, and we were aware that the Z¥mes 
paid for them. Mr. Parnell will be here at five to-morrow.— 
Faithfully yours, 

“ Lewis AND Lewis.” 


Pigott had just reached the interesting part of his evidence 
when we went to press. 


WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


‘THE EARL AND COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN have returned 
from Haddo House to Grosvenor Square. 

Mrs. CLEVELAND’s portrait is to be placed in the White 
House at Washington. ‘The members of the Women’s 
National Press Association originated the movement. 


THE MARCHIONESS OF TAVISTOCK and the CouNTESS OF 
ABERDEEN, as joint secretaries of the Associated Workers’ 
League, have just issued in book form their report of last 
years work. It may be had from Messrs. Hatchard, 
Piccadilly. 

Miss ANNA Maria GOLDSMID, who died last week at the 
age of eighty-five, was the leader in-thought of the Jewesses 
of her time. Her mission was two-fold—the advancement 
of education, and the elevation of the spiritual tone of her 
community. 

Miss THoMson, daughter of the Archbishop of York, 
has prepared a new choral service, which was sung at the 
consecration of the Bishop of Chester, on Sunday. 

Miss ALIcE Crossy, well known in Ireland as a clever 
designer in Keltic art, has settled in London at 1¢, Masbro’ 
Road, Brook Green, W. She is at present engaged illumi- 
nating the address which is to accompany the people’s gift of 
41,000 to Mr. Tom Moroney, the hero of Herbertstown. 

Lapy RomiI.ty’s annual knitttng sale took place on- 
aime at Mr. Cyril Flower, M.P.’s, residence, Hyde Park 

ace, 

Tue MARCHIONEsS OF DuFFERIN has added her name 
to the list of patronesses of the New Women’s Hospital, in 
recognition of the valuable training it affords to medical 
women for India. 

Miss Brown, 56, Porchester Terrace, W., is the secretary 
to whom subscriptions are to be sent to help Lady 
Sandhurst to fight the petition lodged — her return as 
county councillor for Brixton by the defeated candidate, 
Mr. Beresford Hope. 

Mrs, Humpurey Warp has gone to the South of France 
to complete her new book. A reply to Mr. Gladstone’s 
criticism of “ Robert Elsmere” will appear in an early 
number of the Mineteenth Century. j 

Lapy SANDHURST, Miss CosDEN, AND Miss Cons have 
been proposed as members of, the Committee on the Hous- 
ing of the Working Classes, likely to be formed very shortly 
by the County Council. 

The £90 scholarship offered by Atalanta for the best 
Literary Essay, has beea won by Miss Florence May Wilson, 
whose essay and portrait will appear in the March number < 


‘ Atalanta, There were 7oo competitors, all under the 


of 25: 


————— 
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TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
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. TO THE TRADE, 


THz Women's Gatetrz anp Weex.y News is published by Mr. Joun 
Heywoop, of 1, Paternoster Buildings, London, and Deansgate, Manchester, 
whom all communications from the trade should be addressed. 


EEE ee ere 
TO OUR READERS, 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 


now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
tailway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 


TeEH 


WOMEN’S GAZETTE 


AND WEEKLY NEWS. 


LONDON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1889. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, though now only a joke among serious 
politicians, used a few years ago to be believed in as a phil- 
anthropist, and in that character he was observed and read 
by good women desiring the amelioration of the conditions 
of life for the poor and ignorant. For this reason many 
women still read what Conservatised Joseph says, and it may 
be-of some interest to consider his latest campaign in the 
North. We notice a petulant tone like the scream of a 
spoiled child when it finds it quite hopeless to get hold of 
the moon. Yet, underlying this note of despair, there is 
something that suggests a plan of creeping back again to the 
old fold. In a speech at St. Andrew's he almost pleaded 
with the Liberal leaders to formulate a plan of Home Rule. 
This is in order that the Birmingham firm may suddenly 
face round and say, “ We never objected to this, This is 
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our plan after all. We can now join you.” But the impos. 
sibility of working with such men as Mr. Chamberlain 
and his “dear Jesse,” does. not depend on the 
details of the next Home Rule Bill. It arises from the 
Opinions they have expressed about the greatest of our 
leaders, English and Irish. Those who jeer at Parnell, 
Dillon, and O’Brien, as members of a “kept party,” and who 
are never tired of speaking with disrespect of Mr. Gladstone, 
have proved that they are either blind or wilfully inaccurate. 
We have fought the battle so far without them, and we have 
a right to win it without them. The most charitable persons 
cannot expect harsh abuse and cruel misstatements to be 
passed over and forgotten directly the offenders find it to 
their interest to change their tactics. 

Mr. Chamberlain is very fond of sketching Liberal pro- 
grammes and hinting that the English poor would enjoy all 
manner of legislative reforms if only they would desert Mr. 
Gladstone and trust in Joseph Chamberlain, gentleman, 
But the English working classes understand at last what the 
Irish poor are suffering, and they could not enjoy free 
schools, artizans’ dwellings, and equalised rates if their 
fellow-subjects were still under the torture of coercion. In 
fact, we must say to Mr. Chamberlain, in the words of the 
old motto, “Be just before you are generous.” 

Assuming, however, that he is still sensitive either to the 
logic of facts or to the voice of public opinion, Mr. 


_ Chamberlain must by this time be convinced that so far as 


the electors of Perthshire are concerned, the “ voice of the 
charmer” has charmed in vain. Whilst no one dreamt of 
defeat in the bye-election which took place on Tuesday— 
occasioned by the lamentable death of Mr. Menzies, M.P.— 
the most sanguine anticipations had hardly forcasted so 
large an increase in the Liberal majority, The visit of 
Mr. Chamberlain to the North, coupled with the object 
lesson in coercion, in the arrest of Mr. Carew, M.P., at the 
house of the Liberal candidate, must surely have contributed 
in some degree to so magnificent a victory. 


We beg to call the attention of our readers to the further 
letters from the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Selborne, and 
Sir Horace Davey, Q.C., M.P., which we publish to-day, on 
the subject of the “ Act to Amend the Matrimonial Causes 
Act, 1857,” which we recently introduced in our columns. 
Sir Horace Davey, we are glad to note, appears to admit the 
“abstract propriety” of the proposed Bill, and we only 
venture to suggest that public opinion on this question is in 
a mote advanced state than he foresees. The Lord Char 
cellor’s reply is also open to a favourable construction, and it 
is a matter for congratulation that he gives no sign of doubting 
either the justice or the expediency of the proposed measute. 
With Lord Selborne the case is different. He openly declares 
his hostility to a Bill for “ the extension of the Divorce Act.” 
A Bill for “the extension of the Divorce Act” it certainly 
cannot, with any justice, be designated. Divorce, in itself, 
may be good or it may be bad, but whether good or bad, 
there should not be one law for men and another for women. 
The existing law not only “seems unequal in its operation,” 
in the words of Lord Selbome, but its inequality is most 
cruelly felt by hundreds of much-wronged wives, whose lives 
it has permanently blighted. We must remind the noble 
lord that “two wrongs do not make a right,” and surely it 
would be more reasonable on the part of Lord Selborne to 
Propose the repeal of the divorce laws; im foto, than to 
advocate the continuance of the existing system. 


February 23, 188. 
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Some misunderstanding exists in various quarters with 
regard to the National Protest Committee. It may be well 
to state that the executive of that committee have taken in 
hand several distinct functions :-— 

1. They invite to join the general committee all persons 
. of influence and standing throughout the country, eminent 
otherwise than as politicians. 

2. They have drawn up and circulated a form of protest, 
which is meant to be signed by every man and woman who 
condemns the present mode of governing Ireland. 

3. They are arranging a conference to be held in London 
early in March, to which all members of the general com 
mittee will be summoned, and at which the protest, signed! 
it is hoped, by millions, will be presented. 

The signatures attached to the circulars of the Protest 
Committee speak for themselves: John Clifford, D.D., 
Frederic Harrison, Henry Jackson, G. W. Kitchin (Dean’ of 
Winchester), Edward, Bishop of Nottingham, Arthur 
Sidgwick, honorary secretaries; Sophie Bryant, Percy Bunting, 
Janet Case, Henry Holiday, E. F. V. Knox, Hugh Luttrell, 
E, J. C. Morton, Michael Santley, acting hon. secretaries. 

When, a Dean of the Church of England, a Roman 
Catholic Bishop, the head of the English Positivist Society— 
who is also one of the most brilliant litterateurs of the 
present day—an Oxford and a Cambridge Don, an artist 
two ladies—one of them a distinguished graduate of a London 
University, the other a distinguished student of Girton— 
when these join with University extension lecturers and 
lawyers, to express their condemnation of a hateful policy; 
and leave their ordinary avocation for the moment to confe 
together as to the best means of wiping out a nationa 
disgrace—it is evident that the end is at hand. The Protes‘ 
Committee, and the conference which will be its outcome, are 
not mere party moves, and are therefore all the more 
significant. 


* 
*@ 


The washerwomen of Paris have formed an association 
or trades union for their own protection against the 
injustice of employers, and also for the purpose of pro- 
viding rational amusement for their own class. We wish 
English washerwomen would show the same spontaneous 
desire to form unions, which would be the best possible 
means of educating them in public spirit, mutual helpfulness, 
and independence of character. A good strong union, in- 
cluding the majority of skilled workwomen in a particular 
district, would not only rule the market, but could, if they 
chose, exercise a very powerful influence, politically and 
municipally. Whether or not English women will be 
materially benefitted by the suffrage when they get it, 
depends, in a great degree, on how far they are organised into 
unions. In this connection, those of our readers who have 
already followed the line pursued by the Gasefée in relation 
to the sweating system, and the promotion of women’s 
trades unions, will peruse with interest the brief account 
of the meeting of the women shirtmakers, held in Man. 
chester last week. It is recognised that the shirtmakers are 


the most difficult of organisation, and yet over 200 women | 


have already joined the Manchester union. The spirit they 
exhibited at the meeting in question was of a most enthus- 
jastic nature, and augurs well for their future success. The 
women bookbinders and tailoresses are also in process of 
organisation, and the same good work is going on in 
Liverpool. 
as 

The scenes which have disgraced not the justice court, but 
the conviction-made-easy court, at Tralee, during the mock 
trial of Mr. William O’Brien, on the Kenmare charge, have 


been quite in keeping with the general aspects of the Balfourian | 


regime, The sentence of six months’ imprisonment is Mr. Bal- 
four’s method of silencing an opponent whom he cannot answer, 
In Mr. Cecil Roche, who acted as the Chief Secretary’s 
mouthpiece, he has a resident magistrate after his own heart, 
It must, however, be borne in mind that, although Mr. 
Balfour is the minister responsible for every detail of Irish 
administration, his colleagues in the Cabinet and his 
Liberal Unionist allies in the House are not one whit less 
responsible. However much we may be inclined to petition 
Her Majesty for the dismissal of the Chief Secretary, while 
we are about it, it would be infinitely more appropriate to 
concentrate our whole energies to force a dissolution, and 
by the direct voice of the nation secure the dismissal of the 
whole Government. 

as 

Liberals throughout the kingdom owe a debt of gratitude 

to Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Rendel for all that they have done to 
aid in bringing back Mr. Gladstone in time tor the opening 
of Parliament in such splendid fighting form. The reception 
which he experienced on arriving in London on Wednesday 
night is significant of much. Who would dare to forecast 


the political future of this country during the next few 
months ? 


# 
& & 

From an advertisement which appears on the last page of 
our impression, it will be seen that, under the direction of 
Mrs. H. G. Reid, the proceedings at the Birmingham Con- 
ference have now been issued complete in pamphlet form. 
We venture to recommend each and all of our readers to 

themselves of a copy of this valuable little brochure, 
interesting not only as a souvenir of the most important 
conference of Women’s Liberal Associations yet held, but 
permanently useful as containing valuable contributions to 
discussions upon absorbing social and political topics, 


* 
* & 


Funds are still wanted by the committee for the return of 
women as county councillors. The expenses of the elections 
and the amount necessary for the defence of Lady Sandhurst’s 
seat represent a considerable sum. Associations sypathising 
with the objects of the committee might contribute according 
to their ability out of their funds. Subscriptions may be 
sent to the Hon. Sec., Miss Brown, 58, Porchester Terrace, W 


* 
* & 


“Yesterday Mr. Balfour had the honour of dining with the 
Queen at Windsor.”—(daily paper).—H. M.: ‘Well, sir, and 
what's this that you’ve being doing to Mr. O’Brien?” Mr. 
Balfour (bursting into tears): ‘Please, your Majesty, it 
wasn’t me. It was—the—the—warders. And he called me 
a cow—cow—cow—ard ! and said he’d—said he’d thra— 
thrash me when the Hou—House of Com—Commons met. 


* 
* & 


The Liberal majority in East Perthshire in 1886 was only 
1,309, as compared with 1,716 on Tuesday last. 


+ 
& & 


I hold that nation to be highest in the world which gives 
the highest place to women as workers. I hold that nation 
to be highest which, in a true way, has got the farthest in 
recognising woman’s mission as a worker, whose unique 
power it is to undermine and discredit force, to make work 
lovely, to present a living example of the highest influence 
depending on gentleness and helpfulness. How coarse, 
how vulgar, the tyranny of strength appears when set 
side by side with the calm superiority of womanly weakness 
in its nobility and truth. The perfection of working life is 
the prevailing excellence of attractive grace, the charm of 
the irresistible beauty of the highest truth. For there is only 
one definition of beauty. Beauty is the highest thought in 
its truest shape. In this world of rough and violent fot, 
the paramount and final authority of quiet gracious life it 1 
woman’s work to proclaim.—Zdward Thring, in an Addvess 
to the Teachers of Minnesota. , a 


Women's Siberal Associations, 


chee: it rt due to ives influence of Mr. Balfour we will 

; say, fact remains, that at no recent 
period has so much activity prevailed Women’s 
Liberal Associations, nor has there ever been a time when 
women in different parts of the country have so spontaneously 
banded together and formed themselves into associations for 
the purpose of declaring their opposition to the Government 
of the day. From east, west, north, and south, we thankfully 
hear that during the last few weeks there has sprung up quite 
a crop of new W.L.A.’s, and the cry is “still they come.” 
\ ever else the Irish question has done, or has not done, 
It has hastened the active and intelligent Participation of 
English women in national affairs. 


* 

The Warwick and Leamington W.L.A. have organised a 
-systematic distribution of literature on somewhat the same 
lines as the usual district visiting. Distributors are supplied 
with pamphlets varying in number according to the time they 
can devote to the work. The pamphlets are changed every 
fortnight. They are left at the houses of any who are will- 
ing to take them. The pamphlets treat of social, moral, and 
political questions. The position of women with regard to 
politics takes the leading place, Ireland coming next. Care 


Is taken to visit about an equal number of houses in 
ward. . 


* 
* 

At last the good work of ‘starting a Women’s Liberal 
Association has been accomplished in West Edinburgh, and 
Mr. Buchanan, M.P., presided at the first meeting on Tues- 
day last. The Scotch women have been pioneers in the 
movement of higher education for women, and also io open- 
ing the medical profession, and many have wondered at their 
being at all behindhand in forming Women’s Liberal Associ- 
ations. Perhaps one reason for delay is that Scotch consti- 
tuencies are so Liberal that the help of women is not needed 
to the same extent as it is in the lands where primroses grow 
more abundantly. But political education should be en- 
couraged, not so much for party success, but also for the 
increased happiness of those who learn, and from this point 
of view Scotch women have as much right to demand it as 
their sisters in the south. We hope to insert report of 
the meeting in our next issue. 


* 
*& & 

The Middleton W.L.A. have just sent a message of hearty 
congratulation to Lady Sandhurst and Miss Jane Cobden 
upon their recent election to the London County Council, 
and have expressed their sentiments in even more practical 
form by voting the sum of five pounds toward their election 
expenses. 


* 

The appeal from S. B., which we published last week for a 
Liberal missioner to visit the Kingswinford Division of 
Staffordshire, has, we are glad to say, already been responded 
to by one who is well known for her enthusiastic labours in 
all parts of the country—Miss Ellen Chapman. 


The Deptford Women’s Liberal Association has just voted 
the sum of £4 4s. to the Parnell Defence Fund. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


ASTON. 


The annual meeting in connection with the Aston 
Women’s Liberal Association was held on Tuesday, the 12th 
inst., in the Board Schools, Upper Thomas Street. There was 
a good attendance. The chair was occupied by Mrs. H. G. 
Reid (president of the association), and among those present 
on the platform and in the body of the room were Mr. J. 
Jacohs, Dr. Noakes, Mr. and Mrs. A. Warren-Baker, Messrs. 
J. Pogson, B. Delaney, J. H. M. Eccles, J. Selvey, W. Thor- 
burn (general secretary, Aston Liberal Association), Miss E. 
M. Rowe (hon. aha geet Mesdames Rollason, Cooke, 
Dixon, Neale, Tillotson, W. Bishop, Eccles and Allcock, and 
H. Stanton; Mr. and Mrs, A, Bishop, Mr. and Mrs. 
McGregor, and others. 

Thee annual report read by Miss Rowe (the hon. secretary) 
stated that there had been increased activity, persevering 
effort, and steadfast adherence to principle on the part of its 
members, in the face of difficulties and most unfavourable 
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surroundings, which, however, have resulted in the gradual 
removal of prejudice and opposition, so that the work done 
is now much better understood and more fully recognised, 
and although the number of members has not materially 
increased, the organisation has been improved, and perfect 
unanimity has existed among the workers. The membership 
numbers 170. From September, 1887, to September, 1888, 
twenty-three meetings of various kinds were held, including 
five public meetings and two public soirees, all of which were 
well attended and in every way successful. An address from 
the association was presented to Mr. W. O’Brien, M.P., on 
the occasion of his visit to Birmingham on the 18th February. 
An illuminated was presented on July 4th, on the 
occassion of an “at home,” by members of the executive 
committee, to the president in recognition of the invaluable 
setvices she had refered to the association since its formation 
and to the Liberal cause during the previous two years. 
Petitions had also been presented to the House of Commons 
relating to marriage with a deceased wifc’s sister, and for the 
extension of the Parliamentary franchise to women. There 
had also been one praying for the release of Mr. John Dillon. 
Reference was also made to the assistance given by mem- 
bers in the work of registration in St. Mary’s Ward, 
Birmingham, and in the municipal elections. At the general 
and divisional meetings a variety of subjects were discussed, 
social, moral, and political. The total receipts during the 


year amounted to £18 2s. 11d., and the expenditure to 
414, leaving a balance of £4 2s. 11d. 


The President, in moving the adoption of the report, said: It is 
with great pleasure that I see this large attendance of women, and 
think how great is the influence and the power for good, when in her 
own home or in het own circle every woman is doing what she can. 
There are changes—there is growth and development, possibilities 
realised and not realised. The conflict against ignorance is always 
going on, There is a brotherhood, there is a sisterhood, not narrowed 
by space or time or nationality, but moved by one common aim, to 
light up the dark places, to shed around the influences of all that is 
noble and pure and beautiful. It is no poor ideal to work on quietly, 
but to be in touch and to be touched by this sacred circle. And 
more and more we come to see that it is only by the slow and powerful 
teaching of this world’s events that men and women are brought to 
embrace principles and to act upon them. It seems to me that there 
are three things which as women we have to realise. First, to master 
our principles—to understand that, however faulty, Liberalism is’ 
based upon justice, freedom, the universal law of progress, and its 
aim is the wise government of all. We have to be loyal to leaders, 
but ever true to principles: not to work mechanically at registration, 
encies, but to work with a full assent and full 
knowledge of the principles and the cause. Secondly, that women 
use their vote with intelligence, foresight, and with conscience. 
Thirdly, to have no in the bitterness of the conflict; as love is 
the moral breath of the universe, to infuse and inspire to gentler, 
purer methods, by love not by hate to expel the evi spirits, The 
country has been passing eee a grave crisis, Local county 
 igderars has been given to the people with its great possibilities 
or bettering the condition of the people. This new and complicated 
and powerful machine of local government is not yet perfect, It is 
constructed on a clear and approved principle of self-government— 
that of ular represrntation the responsibility and power in the 
hands of the people, If this beautiful new machine is to be worked 
by an antiquated worn-out engine, what then will be the result ? 
te aes and pee) This hag happened in Warwickshire and 
orcestershire, where the appointment of aldermen by a party or an 
individual has pe . somewhat too oe a ial on the Pe ar elec- 
tive principle and the progressive policy, Perhaps a golden oppor- 
tunity pinged lost. It has been forced soon many that Hi the 
Liberal party had been persevering, the ground would long ago have 
been prepares by education and organisation for what has been a 
general election in the counties, thus forming the strongest and most 
splendid background for the next general election. The i paige 
labourer and the artizan need rousing up to understand how land, 
labour, rents and t and all their interests and liberties are 
involved in the inistration of the County Council. People 
say, and say justly, why should not social questions be dealt with? 
y shoald Ireland be all-absorbing? Just because the head and 
brain is the empire, and if one limb is sound and Hy st and another 
is di and suffering, there can be no full and thy exercise of 
the functions of the body. There is only one thing to do, to apply 
the remedy to the diseased and suffering limb, noble, the 
national sentiment needs to be cultivated, not How the 
heart responds to “home, sweet home! ” 


* Lives there a man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself has said, 
This is my own, my native land?” 


What is a sentiment in England isa passion in Ireland. But brighter 
days must surely come than these, when Erin’s sons may proudly 
sing “The Wearin’ o’ the Green.” (Applause.) We know not how 
soon the golden opportunity may come to the people of Aston. Now 
is the time for preparation, so that every vote may be recorded with 
intelligence, foresight and confidence for the cause and the restoration 
of true Liberalism. Mrs, Reid concluded by reading a letter which 
had been received by the hon. secretary from Mr. Beale, the candidate, 
in which, after ing deep regret at his unavoidable absence 
through bereavement, he went on to speak in highly eulogistic and 
Gy rege terms of the work of the association. 

e following resolution was moved by Mrs, Rollason: “That 2 
message be sent to our friend and honoured patriot William O’Brien, 


oe 


that his brave tt may be sustained in this the hour of 
Pal, ye Se eee Ter that the tas ak not be far distant when 


he, a man, shall lead a free people.” Mr, B. Delaney seconded 

the motion in’ a stirring he. |, Pogson, in. supporting the 

resolu Reid on success whi 

a eeeehch tie tabours of the amapciationye | r. Eccles followed 

pare le! well-chosen motion was then put and 
ou 


sly ¢arried. 
A vote of thanks to Mra, Reid for presiding was moved by Mr. T, 

ins ina t The resolution was seconded by 
Mr. Jacobs, and carried by acclamation, 


we, 
In the course of the evening songs were contributed by Miss 
Taylor, Miss Stear, and Mr, Bullock. A pianoforte duet was also 
played. The meeting was preceded by a tea, which formed an 
agreeable introduction to the more serious business of the evening, 


BEXLEY HEATH. 

At Bexley Heath, on Saturday night, a very enthusiastic 
meeting was held to pres against Mr. Balfour’s conduct to 
Irish patriots. Mr. Harrison Carter, who occupied the chair, 
is one of the original deputation that visited Ireland in 1887 
under the auspices of the Home Rule Union. Lord 
Monkswell, in an interesting speech, emphatically condemned 
the present system of governing Ireland, and Miss Orme 
called upon the inhabitants of Kent to form a Women’s 
Liberal Association, and so meet the Primrose Dames, instead 
of merely grumbling at their influence. Some of the local 
organisers present at the meeting took a note of this suggestion, 
and it is hoped a branch of the Women’s Liberal Federation 
will be formed before long in the Dartford Division. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

St. BARTHOLOMEW’s WarD LapiEs’ LIBERAL COMMITTEE, 
Under the auspices of the above, the first of a series of 
meetings for the women voters in this ward was held at 
Allcock Street Board Schools, on Wednesday, February 13th, 
about 180 being present. The proceedings commenced with 
tea, and an opportunity was thus given for pleasant social 
intercourse. At the subsequent meeting the chair was 
occupied by Mrs. Lewis (president), and amo those 
present were Mrs. H.G. Reid, Mrs. F. Impey, Miss Martineau, 
Miss Gardner, Mrs. Humber, Mrs. Murtagh, Mrs. Gunn, Mrs. 
Duffell, Miss Chambers, Miss G. E. Southall, Miss Younger- 
man, Mr. Tuckwell, Mr. R. Gunn, Mr. W. S. Archer, &c. 
Mrs. Lewis, in the course of her opening remarks, explained 
that the meetings were intended to be both educational and 
recreative. She read a letter from Miss J. S. Martineau (hon. 

-rec.), regretting her inability to be present, and wishing e 

success to the movement inaugurated in St. Bartholomew’s 
Ward that night. The following resolution was moved by Mrs. 
Impey, seconded by Mrs. Reid, supported by Miss Southall, 
and carried unanimously: “That this meeting indignantly 
protests against the disgraceful treatment, by the coalition 
Government, of Mr. Wm. O’Brien, M.P., Mr. John O'Connor, 
M.P., and other patriotic leaders, expresses its admiration of 
the patience of the Irish people, and pledges itself to do all that 
may be lawfully done to remove the present Government from 
wer.” Mrs. Reid, who kindly came a long distance, at great 
inconvenience, in order tu be present, said we should aim at a 
high ideal, and that true Liberalism is the fulfilling of the 
olden rule, “ Do unto others as ye would that they should 
a to you.” She pointed out some of the duties of women, 
and urged those present to try to bring more comfort and 
more beauty into their homes. As to the vote, it should be 
used with intelligence, foresight, and conscience. Referring 
to the resolution, Mrs. Reid said she had just seen that 
noble patriot, John O'Connor, who told her he was going back 
to his suffering country and to prison. (Shame.) She told 
the touching story of the arrest of Father McFadden, the 
gentle parish priest, who did his utmost to prevent bloodshed, 
and is now in prison on a charge of being concerned in the 
murder of District-inspector Martin! The national sentiment, 
nay, passion, of the Irish people is “ home 1” This the 
Government are trying to root out, but they have not been 
able to do it, and never will. (Loud applause.) During 
the evening songs, instrumental music, and recitations were 
contributed by several ladies and gentlemen, to the great 
delight of the audience. At the close hearty votes of thanks 
were passed to Mrs. Gunn and her helpers for the admirable 
way in which they had carried out the arrangements for tea, 
to Mrs. Lewis for presiding, and to Mrs. Reid for her 
valuable and interesting address. Copies of the Women's 
Gasette, the “Birmingham Pamphlet,” and Irish Press 
Agency leaflets were afterwards distributed. 
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BRADFORD. : 

The fortnightly meeting was held on Monday, February 
11th, in the ics’ Institute. The Hon. Secretary drew 
the attention of the members to the announcement of the 
public ing to be held in St. George’s Hall, on March 
sth, when Lord and Lady Aberdeen are to be present. She 
also reported that arrangements had been made for a sale of 
Irish work in Bradford on Monday, March 4th, to be opened 
by Lady Aberdeen. An address was given by Mr. J. M, 

of London, on “ The past and future of women.” 
In looking back to the past Mr. Robertson traced the pro- 
bable course of events in ic and early times, 


posi 
progress had been made, but said there was still much to be 
done. The strongest arg 
wished to resist the intellectual and political advancement of 
women was that no nation could ever make real progress 
when one-half of it was left behind. He advised mothers to 
urge their girls to read and study as much as their boys, even 
though it might entail some sacrifice. After expressing a 
hope that all his hearers were in favour of woman suffrage, 
he urged them not to confine themselves to demanding the 
franchise for women householders. It should be extended 
to married women as well, and it was to be hoped that the 
time would come when every adult, who was not a pauper, 
would have a vote. A hearty vote of thanks was to 
Mr. Robertson for his deeply interesting address. 


ee 


BRISTOL. 

On Wednesday, February 13th, a drawing-room meeting 
was held under the auspices of the above association by the 
kind invitation of the Misses Marriott, at Woodburn House, 
Cotham Park, when the Rev. J. R. Graham presided over a 
large audience, Amongst those present were Mr. A. Ship- 
ley, Miss Matilda Sturge, Mrs. R. B. Rutter, Mrs. A, Tanner, 
Mr. S. Tanner, Mrs. Walter Sturge, Mr. and Mrs. Waterfall, 
Mrs. Sylvanus Hunt, Miss Wilmot, the Misses Ellis, Mrs. 
Ferris, the Misses Priestman, Miss Kidd, Mrs. J. Swann, 
Miss A. M. Cooke, Miss Lury, Miss Gayner, Miss E. N. 
Capper, Mrs. J. H. Perry, Miss Estlin, Miss Colby, the Rev. 
a Hidowie, and Miss Born. Letters of regret at not 

ing able to be present were read from Mr. Henry Grace 
and other friends. The Rev. Jos. Ellis, late vicar of Willes- 
den, Yorkshire, who is lecturing for the Bristol Women’s 
Liberal Association, gave a most able and earnest address on 
“Why am I a Home Ruler?” He said he believed Home 
Rule would be far from having a separating influence on the 
nation, At one time the Irish might have sought separation, 
but that was when there seemed no hope of anything else. 
They only desired to possess control over their own internal 
affairs, and not in Imperial matters. The only alternative 
offered by the present Government was continued coercion. 
Reviewing the historical aspect of the question, Mr. Ellis 
said that the whole origin and centre of the Irish question 
was the land, and they owed Ireland reparation for the 
terrible wrongs of the past. Asa Liberal, believing in self- 
government, he could but support the demand of the Irish 
as a just claim. English statesmen had tried in vain to deal 
with the land question. Even Mr. Gladstone’s best attempt 
had not been successful, although at the time it had been 
looked upon as a final settlement. What was the cause of 
the failure? Because it was against the laws of nature for 
one country to attempt to govern another for want of 
adequate knowledge of the conditions, Mr. Ellis argued 
that Home Rule had succeeded elsewhere. The same argu- 
ments had been used against granting it to Canada, and the 
same difficulty had arisen, Now Canada was prosperous, 
and the relations with her friendly. As reasonable and 
kindly people, let them grant to the sister island the boon 
for which she had struggled for centuries. The follow 
resolution was passed, proposed by Mrs. Tanner, second 
by Mr. Harold Thompson : “ That this meeting is of opinion 
that, inasmuch as the vast majority of the Irish people 
demand self-government under the English Crown, it cannot 
be just to prevent the accomplishment of their wishes_by 

, military force.” Some discussion followed, and the meeting 
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terminated -with a hearty vote of thanks to the Misses 
Marriott, the chairman, and the Rev. J. Ellis, proposed by 
Mr, Samuel Tanner, and seconded by Mrs. Walter Sturge. 


MORESBY DIVISION OF WEST CUMBER- 
LAND. | 


On Tuesday last, Feb. 12th, a number of earnest women 
met at the Liberal Club, Parton, to form themselves into a 
Women’s Liberal Association. Mrs. Lace presided, and gave 
a short address, showing the great advantage it would be for 
them to have such an association. Mrs. J. D. Kendall 
(Whitehaven) gave an interesting account of the Women’s 

ral movement, which was first originated at York, and 
has now become an acknowledged power, working as it does 
on the intelligence rather than on the weaknesses of human 
nature. Mrs. W. H. Kitchin (Whitehaven) followed with a 
few remarks bearing upon the injustice of the laws relating 
to women in their capacity of wives and mothers, and 
urged upon her hearers the necessity of acquainting them- 
selves with political matters. She also spoke strongly against 
voting under any circumstances for a Tory. Begging her 
audience to act upon principle, she concluded: “ If you have 
no Liberal in the field, or one whose moral character will not 
bear inspection, then, every effort having failed to get a better 
candidate, your duty is clear, you must not vote at all.” 
The officers selected were: Mrs. Lace, president; Mrs. 
Miller, vice-president ; Mrs. Bennett, secretary; Mrs. White, 
treasurer. 


CHRISTCHURCH AND BOURNEMOUTH. 


"At the annual meeting of the Women’s Branch of the 
Liberal Association, held in the Bijou Hall, Bournemouth, 
on Feb, 15th, the following resolution was carried unani- 
mously: “That this meeting emphatically protests against 
the harsh, brutal, and inhuman treatment of political prisoners 
in Ireland by the present Government; and at the same 
time desires to express heartfelt sympathy with the Irish 
people in the wholesale and tyrannical persecutions to which 
they have been subjected.” 


———e 


CROYDON. 


A drawing-room meeting of the South Croydon Branch 
was held on Thursday, February 14th, at Mrs. R. J. Leeds’s, 
Birdhurst Road, at which the hostess read a very able paper 
entitled “ Why are we Liberals?” Mrs. Grimwade, president 
of the association, took the chair, and proposed the following 
resolution, which was carried unanimously: “That this 
meeting of the South Ward Branch of the Croydon Women’s 
Liberal Association views with the deepest sorrow, shame, 
and indignation the treatment of Mr. O’Brien, M.P., and 
other political prisoners, and earnestly calls upon the men 
and women of England no longer to tolerate such acts of 
tyranny done in England’s name.” Miss Grover, hon. sec., 
nade an interesting speech, dealing with the social aspects 
of politics, and Mrs. Brock urged the necessity of canvassing 
the borough in the interests of the association. A vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Leeds, proposed by Mrs. Brock and ably 
seconded by Mrs. Hinde, brought a very pleasant meeting to 
a successful conclusion. | 


DARLINGTON. 


On Monday afternoon, an enthusiastic meeting was held 
in the Congregational Hall, Union Street, under the auspices 
of the Darlington Women’s Liberal Association, to protest 
against the present treatment of political prisoners in Ireland. 
The gifts of clothing for the distressed tenants on the Glens- 
harrold Estate were on view. They. numbered some 220 
articles, and to each was attached a card: upon which was 
depicted clasped hands, emblematic of true union, and the 
words—‘“ God Save Ireland. A token of sympathy and 
friendship from:the women of Darlington. 

The reside of the association (Mrs. T. Pry) occupied the chair. 
She stated that the object of the meeting was to obtain signatures 
and circulate the national protest. 2. To passa resolution condemn- 
ing the treatment of Mr. W. O’Brien, M.P., Mr. E. Harrington, 
M.P., and other political prisoners in Ireland. 3. To exhibit the 
articles of clothing and blankets, &c., prepared for the suffering Irish 
peasant, a portion of which will be sent to Glensharrold. She 
observed that they were sometimes upbraided by the other party, 
that they talked too much and did too little, The well-filled stalls 
of warm and usful articles of clothing which they saw on view would 
show that they did not confine themselves merely to sympathy in the 
abstract for the r Irish peasantry. (Applause).) They knew 
that the people of Ireland were very sensitive, and they rejoiced at 

this; and in order that the sending of these articles of clothing 
t mot be looked upon in the light of pauperism, each was 
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accompanied by a message of genuine sympathy with them in thei, 
trials ary sorrows, indicatin the —_ in which the garments were 
offered. cage Mrs. yd Jones submitted the first resoly. 
tion as follows: “That this meeting desires to express its sorrow 
and indignation at the unjust and cruel treatment now imposed on 
political prisoners in Ireland, and wishes to record its deep sympathy 
with Mr. Wm. O’Brien, M.P., Mr. Edward Harrington, .P., and 


for the sake of liberty and justice.” (Applause.) She observed that 
were too prone to concéde to their opponents all that they 
re ted with regard to Ulster. Mr. Chamberlain asked why 
Ulster should not have a Parliament of its own, She did not see any 
reason why it was entitled to any exceptional legislative treatment 
from the rest of Ireland, seeing that the majority of its inhabitants 
were Nationalists. It was not the wealthiest part of Ireland, as was 
shown by the assessments; it was not the most advanced in point of 
education ; and it was by no means at the top of the tree for morality. 
Dublin came before it both in point of wealth and education, and 
Connaught was infinitely ahead of it for morality. So that, on these 
three heads, Ulster certainly did not make good its claim to the 
ition to which Mr, Chamberlain said it was entitled, (Applause.) 
ay [onan seconded the resolution, Dr. Fothergill, in supporting, 
said that the authorities were acting in contravention of the spirit of 
the law in their treatment of Mr. Wm. O’Brien, (Applause.) The 
resolution was carried unanimously, and it was seread to send copies 
of it to Mr. O’Brien, Lord Salisbury, and Mr, Balfour. Miss Alice 
Lucas moved: “That this meeting strongly protests against the 
coercive sia A of the present Government, and is of opinion that the 
principle of Home Rule is best calculated to Promote the true 
welfare of Ireland.” (Applause.) Mrs, Wilmott seconded. 
Councillor J. A. Pease, J.P., spoke in support of the resolution, He 
gave a highly interesting account of his visit to, and inspection of, 
the Glensharrold estate, and described the hardships and gross 
injustices to which the tenants had been subjected at the hands of 
their rapacious and unscrupulous landlords, Mr. Fry, M.P., also 
ke in support of the resolution, expressing his warm interest in 
the noble work which the women of arlington were undertaking 
for the miserably-clad, half-starved Irish peasantry, to whom they 
demonstrated that there was some reality in the sympathy they 
expressed for them at their public meetings, (Applause.) In the 
imprisonment of the Nationalist leaders, the Government. were 
making it simply a political queston. (Hear, hear.) It was nota 
criminal question, These men were not doing what was wrong in 
the eyes of the English law, as was shown by Mr. O’Brien delivering 
a speech in Manchester which was identical with that which he made 
six months previously in Ireland, and on account of which he was 
only lately prosecuted. (Applause.) The resolution, like its prede- 
cessor, was adopted without the slightest dissent. Miss Lucas said 
it was intended to send a special parcel to the widow Scanlon, whose 
case was recently reported in the Northern Echo, She made in- 
quiries respecting it, and found that Mrs, Scanlon was lately sent to 
prison for three weeks for having tried to return to her evicted home, 
and that she and her family were continually undergoin imprison- 
ment for endeavouring to hold ioh of their little farm, The 
landlord was in India, and his agent was acting in a cruel and 
arbitrary manner. Mr, Guthrie having spoken, on the motion of 
Mr. W. Fothergill, seconded by Miss Graham, a cordial vote of 
thanks was passed to Mrs, Fry, As the meeting dis a large 
number of women appended their signatures to the “ national protest” 
against the treatment of Irish members, 


KIDDERMINSTER. 
- A meeting of the members of the Kidderminster Women’s 
Liberal Association is held every Monday at the rooms in 
Church Street. Mrs. H. R. Willis, the secretary, has been 
instructed to forward to the Lord Mayor of Dublin a resolu- 
tion expressive of the feeling entertained by the members of 
the unjust treatment which the people of Ireland experience 
at the hands of the present coercionist Government ; and 
joining in the protest now rising from every true and generons 
English man and woman against the attempt to infict 
personal indignity upon Mr. W. O’Brien and other patriotic 
leaders of the Irish nation, by which pitiful conduct the 
present Administration distinguishes itself from all preceding 
Governments of coercion. 


*« 


NOTTINGHAM, 
FOREST AND SHERWOOD Warps BRANCH. 


The first meeting of the above newly-formed association 
was held on Tuesday evening, the 12th inst., in the Addison 
Street Schoolroom. There was a large attendance, Mrs. W. 
Allen being voted to the chair. The following officers were 
elected: President, Mrs. Allen; vice-presidents, Mrs. G. 
Abbot, Mrs. E, H. Gordon, Mrs. S. Lowater, Mrs. Pickerill, 
and Mrs. C. J. Ward; treasurer, Mrs. F. J. Perry ; honorary 
secretary, Mrs. J. H. Linforth. A large and representative 
committee was formed, and it was decided to publicly 
inaugurate the Branch Association by holding a tea party in 
about a fortnight. 


SCARBOROUGH. 
The following resolution was passed by the committee of 
the W.L.A. at their meeting on Friday last : “This meeting 
appeals to the women of England to use such influence as 


, they possess against the continuance of the degrading and 
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rating prison. treatment of Nationalists of all’ 
a in SF eland for essentially political offences. 
In support of this are we quote the opinion 
of Mr. Davenport Hill, late Recorder of Birming- 
ham, who, in sentencing Chartist prisoners, said, “The 
. instinct of the civilised world has recognised the 
difference between political prisoners and ordinary criminals.” 
Of Mr. Bright, who, in presenting a petition in 1867, asking 
that the condemned Fenians should not be confined with 
- common prisoners, and that their punishment should not be 
of.a degrading nature, as their motives and ends were differ- 
ent from those of ordinary criminals, said “that he entirely 
concurred with the general spirit of the petition ;” and, lastly, 
we cite the present Recorder of Cork, who, though strongly 
opposed to Mr. O’Brien’s opinions, said, in confirming the 
sentence of the two magistrates at Mitchelstown, “I am 
anxious to treat Mr. O’Brien with consideration, and not 
have him suffer any indignity.” ‘We believe the policy of the 
present Government, which runs exactly counter to these 
opinions, to be inhuman and unchristian, and calculated 
largely to increase the evils it is professedly intended to 
suppress.” 
as 
A large gathering, under the auspices of the Women’s 
Liberal Association, was held in the Town Hall, on the 18th 
of February, to hear an address from Miss F. Balgarnie, on 
“Why women should have a vote.” The chair was taken 
by Ed. Grubb, Esq., M.A., who, in the course of an earnest, 
thoughtful address, gave an interesting quotation from 
Mazzini, in favour of the movement. Miss Balgarnie, who 
was at one time a member of the Scarborough School Board, 
met with an enthusiastic reception, and her lecture was 
listened to with the utmost attention. At its close a resolution, 
instructing the chairman to sign a petition to Parliament on 
behalf of women’s suffrage, was moved by Miss Hopkins 
and seconded by Mrs. Parnell, and carried without a dissen- 
tient. A vote of thanks to the lecturer, and to the chairman, 
was moved by A. J. Grant, Esq. (Cambridge University 
lecturer), seconded by Mr, E. R. Cross, both of whom ex- 
pressed the decided opinion that the granting of the franchise 
to women would be a distinct gain to our national life. 
W. Rowntree, Esq., J.P., also spoke briefly of the very 
satisfactory advances the movement had made since the first 
meetings in Scarborough on the subject. 


WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON. 


A very successful meeting was held at the Liberal Club at 
. Warwick, on Tuesday evening, Feb. 12. A hundred 
and fifty working women sat down to tea at seven o'clock, 
and subsequently a public meeting was held, the room being 
- crowded. Mrs. A. Holden Byles presided, and amongst those 
present were Mrs. Fell, Mrs. Southorn, Miss Connie Bright, 
Leamington; Mrs. Lloyd Evans, Mrs. Crooks, Mrs. Southey, 
Mrs. George, Mrs. A. Sleath, Mrs. Thacker, Mrs. Tallis, Mrs. 
Hobbis ; Misses Garrington, Broadbent, and Hanes ; Coun- 
- cillors Lloyd Evans and Thacker ; Rev. J. Gibson, Warwick ; 
County Councillor Fell; Rev. A. Holden Byles; Mr. C. 
Purser, Leamington ; and many others. Mrs. Byles made 
an excellent introductory speech, and presided with much 
ability over the meeting throughout. On the motion of 
Mr. Fell, seconded by the Rev. J. Gibson, the following 
resolution was carried: “That this meeting expresses its 
indignation at the conduct of the Government towards their 
political opponents in Ireland, and especially condemns 
the treatment of Mr. William O’Brien, It regards such 
conduct as a violation of the recognised principles of political 
liberty, as a degradation of the good name of England in the 
eyes of the world, and as a discredit to civilisation and 
Christianity.” The Rev. A. Holden Byles afterwards spoke 
on women’s place in politics. During the evening songs 
were sung by Mrs. Lloyd Evans, Mrs. Hayward, Mr. A. J. 
Webb, and a pianaforte selection was played by Miss Hanes. 
At the close a vote of thanks was passed to Mrs. Byles for 
presiding, and also to the speakers and performers, on the 
motion of Councillor Lloyd Evans, seconded by Councillor 
Thacker. At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chairwoman 
(Mrs. Byles) announced that, in connection with the Women’s 
Liberal Federation, a sewing meeting was held in the rooms 
of the Liberal Club on alternate Thursday afternoons, for 
making new garments and mending old ones, to be sent to 
the evicted Irish. Though these meetings were intended 
specially for working women, anyone willing to help would 
be welcomed. The committee of the Liberal Pamphlet 


Society had pleasure in stating that their work was fairly 
started about a month ago. irty-seven dozens of pamphlets 
and leaflets were arranged and stitched into brown papér 
covers for district distribution, 12 being the number of 
districts, and 37 the maximum number of houses provided 
for in each district, care being taken that, as far as possible, 
the districts should be equally balanced in each ward. The 
members of the committee were themselves distributors, 
six districts being represented by them. Three other members 
of the Women’s Liberal Association had kindly undertaken 
to help, so that nine districts were supplied, and three were still 
waiting for distributors. Besides the district distribution, 
the Pamphlet Society hoped to do good work in lending and 
giving away literature, the subjects of which might be 
included in the terms “ political,” ‘ moral,” and “ social.” 


WESTMINSTER. 
A successful and enthusiastic meeting, to protest against 
the treatment of the Irish political prisoners, was held on 


the evening of February 13th, at No, 156, Horseferry Road, 
under the presidency of Mrs. Conley, the ward secretary. 
After a short introductory address, Mrs. Conley called upon 
Miss Hagemann, of Hampstead, who delivered a most effective 
speech in proposing the main resolution, which was to the 
effect that “ This Association protests against the indignities 
now being inflicted on the chosen representatives and trusted 
leaders of the Irish people, denounces the insult that is thus 
levelled at a cause which the great majority of the Irigh 
people consider sacred, and expresses its deep sympathy with 
their sufferings in the time of trial through which they are 
now passing.” The speaker discussed with great care the 
charge of lawlessness so frequently brought against the Irish 
leaders and the Irish people, and pointed out that in no 
case were they doing any more than combining in self- 

defence, as any other trades union might do against an 

unjust legal system which they had struggled to obey until 

endurance broke down. She said it was practically admitted 

that Ireland is, by the fault of the English Governments, 

in a condition which might be described as revolution, but 

that by reason of the moral character and singular patience 

of the people, that revolution was far more peaceful than it 
would ever have been in any other country in Europe. The 

resolution was seconded by Mr. Ross, and unamiously 

carried. The meeting was afterwards addreesed by Mr. B. 

F. Costelloe, LC.C., by Mrs. Costelloe (who bespoke the 

sympathy of the meeting for the monstrous accusation and 

unfair treatment inflicted on Father McFadden), by Miss 

Zeller, and others, 


WHITE ROSE UNION, REDRUTH. 
ANNUAL FESTIVAL, 


THE annual supper and soiree in connection with the White 
Rose Union of Redruth, a branch of the Women’s Libéral 
Federation, was held on Tuesday evening, the 12th inst. 
There was a large attendance of members, and the invitations 
issued in most cases met with a ready response. Mr. John 
Thomas presided. The Radical Hall was utilised for the 
occasion, and tastefully decorated by the ladies, flags being 
lent for the purpose by local gentlemen, by Mr. Whitfeld, of 
Plymouth, and by the Torquay Women’s Liberal Association. 
The tables having been cleared, the Chairman proposed a 
resolution expressing indignation at the imprisonment of Mr. 
O’Brien and his treatment, and the treatment of other politi- 
cal prisoners, by the Government. He detailed the circum- 
stance which led to the imprisonment of Mr. O’Brien, and 
said that nearly every heart in Ireland beat true with the 
heart of William O’Brien, and concluded an able speech 
amidst loud applause. 

Mr, Chellew said he considered it a aor honour to be asked to 
second the resolution. He could not understand the action of many 
in that town who approved of Mr. Balfour's conduct towards Mr, 
O’Brien, considering their own dealings and those of their friends the 
Primrose dames, It was time for them to awake. (Cheers) It was 
better to be scorned and derided for adherence to true Liberal 
principles than to be esteemed for supporting the other side, (Loud 
<< — was carried with enthusiasm, and the song “ Down 
with the Castle Wall” was given, the audience joining in the 
Om leeatiy toast list followed—Mr. Thomas gave The White 
Rose Union, Alluding to local political matters, he said a cértain 
gentleman had recently issued a manifesto stating that he did not get 
into the County Council by the aid of any political organisation, ‘and 
protesting against anybody f elected by the sufferance of a political 


organisation, He remem the time when there was a 


——— 
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grad 
County Councils has established an identity of interests which it will 
on ° 8 which it wi 


only a preliminary canter, started on falae Pala ecbegengroepeotme 
ya canter, on us the t 
united organisation, and will, Lniehd another poe 


wer, 
base 
slight 


t if 
we would warn them that we are not made 
thousand times more powerful 


elements. We only wish we were a 
that we might m the country ring with our detestation of the 
cruelty and cowardice of = vernment. (Cheers), The 
most vindictive indignities offered to a fellow-subject and a noble 
patriot seem to fail to arouse men. How can Englishmen, with their 
traditions, sit quietly down and discuss Mr, O'Brien's position ? 
(Hear, hear.) I only cal I oot ow now: bed — otivay, and 
no wrapping my repu up in cotton wool sho me warm 
at home, secure and safe, whilst Mr, O’Brien lies at Balfour's mercy. 
(Cheers.) But, thank God, neither nakedness, nor peril, nor 
sword can separate him from the love of his coun nor from 
the love of noble-minded men and women all over the world, (Loud 
cheers.) She concluded 

Look on who will in apathy, and 

a Stifle they who can 
T 


pathies, the hopes, the words 
at make man truly man! 
Let those whose hearts are dungeoned up 
With interest or with ease, 
Consent to hear par ap pulse 
Of loathsome d like these, 


gon 
While we look coldly on and see 
Law-shielded ruffians slay 
The men who fain would win their own— 
The heroes of to-day ? 
Are we pledged to craven silence P 
Oh, fling it to the winds !— 
The hment wall that bars us 
rom the least of human kind ; 
That makes us cringe and temporise, 
And dumbly stand at rest, 
Whilst pity’s burning flood of words 
Is red-hot in the breast. 
He's true to God who's true to man, 
Whatever wrong is done; 
To the humbler and the weaker 
Heals the all-beholding sun. 
That wrong is also done to us, 
And they are slaves most base 
Whose love of right is for themselves, 
And not for all their race.—(Loud cheers.) 
Mr. T. Moore proposed “ Mr. Gladstone,” the toast being received 
thusiasm. 
eae gave “ Mr. Conybeare,” Mr, Wearne responding 
mber, 
i are Redical Club” and other toasts followed. 
Afterwards dancing was indulged in, and a very pleasant evening 
‘was spent. 
~ Porthcoming Meetings in connection with Women's 
- Liberal Associations, 
26, Liverpool. Miss Balgarnie, on “Local Option.” 
= 26, Fulham. 8-30, Women’s Liberal Association, Lady Dilke 
‘ in the chair. Speakers: Mr. James Beale, Miss Orme, 
Sao en The Editor of the W Ga 
Stockport, e Or oO! omen’s Gazette, 
Mar. = Trowbridge Lady Sandhurst. 
romiey. 
7. North Islington. 8 p.m., Women’s Liberal Association, 
joway Road, N. Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc., in the 


Tt ° 
Seale, Lecture by Miss Orme, on “ Married Women’s 
y i. a Liberal Federation Protest Meeting. Princes’ 
al 
E eric. Konual Mee 
e 12. 8 p.m., Hampstead Vestry Hall. Miss Orme— Recent 
Visit to Ireland.” Meeting arranged by H.R. Union 
ladies’ committee). ; 


EES 


Reports of meetings from Ipswich, Shildon, 
Plymouth, Ilkeston, Whitby, Edinburgh, Horn. 
sey, and Bristol, arriving a post too late, are 


unavoidably held over until next week, 
THE LADIES’ DIRECTORY. 


A Perfect Plant Pot.—At the aipense of being consider 
trite, we will say it, once for all, that Mr, R. W. Winder’s Sdf-wotering 
Plant Pot distinctly supplies “a -felt want.” No’ can be 


more di g to the eye of an artist than to see rare and beautify) 
plants‘in ungainly-looking, coarse, red earthenware pots, such as are 
invariably found in conservatories, and are even occasionully brought 
into the dwelling-house to decorate the tables or ornament the apart. 
ments, Asa rule, however, the poor plant is placed, pot and all, into 
an artistic bijou receptacle, and, as a natural consequence, very soon 
commences to droop and die. It is then thought to languish on 
account of change of air; whereas, in reality, other and far more 
serious disturbances obtain. That essential portion of the food of 
plants contained in the soil upon which they grow must, when they 
are grown in pots, be sufficiently concentrated to supply in quality 
what is lacked in quantity. When watered from above, as usual, the 
goodness of the soil is practically washed away. If, then, the pot be 
placed in an arf*ware vase, its roots are stifled, and the aperture at 
the base being effectually closed, waterings are apt to aggravate the 
difficulty, by the s tion which inevitably follows. The t has 
to be removed to watered, and its soil-food having thus been 
impoverished, it is returned to die by degrees in its close prison, To 
Mr. Winder belongs the honour of having combated and successfully 


section. Outer ornamental (8) inner porous pot ; 

va cpature 3@ er Bid sealing pew atcha, the two pots, 
may be substituted by screw joint if desired ; (e) basal aperture, providing for 
adequate atration. 


overcome all these drawbacks by the construction of a double pot; 
the inner one very porous, and the outer one impervious and orna 
mental. The bases of both pots are forated, as shown in the 
sectional di , and thus permit of free aération of the roots. 
The water, when poured into the interspace between the two pots. 
is absorbed through the walls of the inner one to meet the require- 
ments of the roots, and uent waeerne thus become unn 
the supply lasting for fully a fortnight, even in sultry weather. 
Hence it apvenre that the goodness of the soil is conserved to the 
maximal , and the plant consequently flourishes instead of 
decaying. The inner pe can be made to screw into the base of the 
outer one; or, as in the section, the joint may be made by a simple 
water-tight indiarubber ring. In either case the one can be instant! 

removed from the other to admit of perfect cleansing when enateed 
Highly hae, essentially labour-saving, and decidedly beneficial to 
the health of the plant, Mr. Winder’s invention tves to be 
adopted by every intelligent horticulturalist and lover of sweet 


of Sutron’s ow Cal itu, 

Specimen pclae dea ig ha | CAL aeIRe oe ae in 

flowers, whether for the window, wardian case, greenhouse, or con- 
servatory, and either on the score of beauty or for the sake of 
economy. The engraving, with the plant in situ, will convey some idea 
of the artistic merits of the invention; it portrays a specimen © 
Sutton’s Perfection Calceolaria in full bloom, reduced from the 
original by kind permission of Messrs, Sutton and Sons, of Reading. 


SONS, & 
| JA8. WOOLLEY, 8, 
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he Gadies Bizecary, and Guide to Stopping 


WHAT TO BUY AND WHERE TO GET IT. 


~ BP NOTICE TO INTENDING IMITATORS.—THIS TITLE 18 COPYRIGHT. “<a 
THE 
HOUSEKEEPER. 


AWARDED 80 GOLD MEDALS. 


‘THE 
ex H USEKEEPER. 


BRANSON’S COFFEE. 


PERFECTION. 


“Tt is by far the best I have ever tried, and we 
use it constantly in our household.” 
Dr. Norman Kerr, 


Omuntng Soi, eran Reve. Frais Se 
SOLB BY ALL GROCERS, & WHOLESALE 
BY 


CROSSE & BLACKWELL. 


Y AND TOILET 
“A Boon to Ladies."—Lady’s Pictorial, 


“Tae SANITARY v2 
Health ice 


For TOILET 


and NURSERY. ROSE#: 


aes ee POWDER’ 
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Beate 
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ry gg sch og ! 


Chemists MANCHESTER, 


Pres by Fest, 


4 DELICIOUS REFRESHING CUP OF TEA 
THE U UNIVERSAL ML DIGESTIVE TEA 
— ‘Tiel nie precast cele dire 
Bae pet 
WHOLESOME, ECONOMICAL, REFRESHING. 


This tea is. enjoyed the confirmed dyspepti 
wel TU tkeac nestor cae a 


R/- ==. & 3/@ PER LB. 
Send for sample and name of our nearest agen 


postcard for 
THE UNIVERSAL GIGESTIVE TEA CO. L1D., 
@, GORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER. 


t to 


IMDISPUTABLY THE BEST!!! 


CLARNICO 


Im 3 Pint, | (Calves’ Feet) | In mat 
wal Onsct | d Quart 
Sore TABLE i—_Packets._| Packets. 


JELLY. 


(REGISTERED.} 
EQUAL TO BOTTLED JELLY, 
AT OWE-FOURTH THE PRICE. 
soli MAKDRS 8 
Clarke, Nickolls & Coombs, Ltd., 


LONDON, BE. 


Retailed by all Grocers and Italian 
Warehousemen. 


THE 
ex HOUSEKEEPER. 


DOMESTIC 


For all Kitchen and Domestic 
Utensils, Mangles, Wringers, 
Pails, Baths, Plate Racks, and 
everything useful for the Kitchen. 
Write for ‘lists, free. 

Knife Cleaners, &c., &c. 


SUPPLY 


‘Meat Safes, all kinds. All sorts 
e6Woodware and Tinware, and 
Labour-saving appliances. Lists 
»-feee.. Packing free. 


TORES 


| 98, High Holborn, London, W.C. 


~~. - 
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AND CHEAPEST. 


BEST 


WINDER’S 
PATENT DOUBLE OR SELF 


WATER-FEEDING PLANT POT. 


BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE, ECONOMICAL, 
BEYOND COMPARE! 


IN TERRA-COTTA OR ART POTTERY 
WARE. 


————— 


UB-SAVING.—Even in weather, one 
will suffice for sis a fortnight, 
C.—The soil-food is 


table decoration, my the, Jar inl, the window, or the 
Paoganherract ge ok a lana) Rao” 


Sample sent on receipt of Postal Order fer 3/6. 


W. G. WINDER, 


30, Leopold Terrace, LEEDS. 


CHOLLET’S 
JULIENNE. 


Established 1848. 


Mincers, | VEGETABLES AND HERBS FOR SOUPS, &e 


(According toa Recipe of the late Monsieur Soyer. 
NO WASTE. NO TROUBLE. 
Sold by all Italian Warehousemen and leading Grocers, 


Note the TRADE MARK and BEWARE of SPURIOUS 
IMITATIONS. 


Vee, RUITIER 


ESTABLISHED 18sr. 


BIRKBECK BANK 


Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 


THREE per CENT. INTEREST allowed 
POSITS, repayable on d on DE 


jemand. 
TWO per C er CENT. ot 'T. on CURRENT ACCOUNTS, cal. 
— ee minimum monthly balances, when not a 


STOCKS, SHARES, BONDS, and ANNUITIES 
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 


ie The Birkbeck Building Society's Annual Receipts 
Millions. 


exceed Five 


H°... Lae Be igen Dl A. HOU FOR 
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OF LAND. FOR FIVE SHILLINGS BER R MONTH, 

with immediate Apply at at the Office of the 
Birxsack FrekHotp Lanp 

The BIRKBECK AUMANACK ¢ contains full particu- 


lars, and may be had post free, on application to 
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
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THROAT! 


OWLES: 


5.6d 


“Acta Tee 9 Chane,” fa THORNTON LOTION. 
COUGHS, BRONCHITIS, ASTHMA, CONSUMPTION. wick, safe, and sure cure for 
» Diarrhoea, S. writes—“ Its effects are instan- AIMcWORA, BALD PATCHES. a. 
from acthan and Seether eeaeent i" Tams aonen In Bottles, 36 each, post free. 
I have returned to Towle’s wares! taps ag me so 
much relief.—A.W. ‘Our for From A. P. bg BR 
effect, driving away a five-years’ cough.”—A.B, Back Piccadilly, ¥ 


CHEST! LUNGS! 


led. 2S9d 
& Ils. 


CHLORODYNE 


THORNTON'S 
“TOILET CREAM” 


Preserves the beauty and softness of 
the Hair. It is invaluable for children. 


In Pots, rl-, 116, & 2[6, po 


» 
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e's Patterns of tig. & SILKS a particulars 
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SP HE LABOUR ELECTOR” 
OF ALL NEWSAGENTS. 


WEEKLY ONE PENNY. = 


ORCHARD'S | CURE For DEAFNESS, 


8:2.—Yonr “ Cure for Deafness’ has been w sovereign 
ma. 'Tconlst not hear the Church ells ving when ta bot, pi plead 
ng, and return many 


1 hear the birds si 
G. T. Daaxangp, Mariborongh, 
As, 14d per Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALIGBURY. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, 
OFFICIAL REPORTS, &C., 


Ps. KING & SON, 


Parliamentary Booksellers, 
Osnada Building, 5, King Street, Westminster. 


Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &0., on 
the various questions discussed by them. ~ 


—_A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON HRORIPT OF ADDRESS —— 


TH 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


The Report of the Proceedings of the Women’ s 
Liberal Federation at the ai ae) Confer- 
ence is NOW, READY. 

Applications for copies should be made to 


‘Miss Macponet, Secretary Women’s Liberal 


Federation, 23, Queen Annes Gate, S.W., and 


any special inquiries as to the Reports to Mrs. 


H, G. Rem, Warley Hall, Birmingham. 
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